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The western portion of the State

began warming up Coward the end of the

week but, overall, it was a cool week.

Average temperatures ranged from one

degree below normal west to eight degrees

below normal east. Scattered thunder-

showers produced from one-third to three-

fourths of an inch of precipitation east

to only a few hundredths elsewhere.

GENERAL

Light frost was reported at midweek

in several counties from the northeast

through the central section to the south-

west, according to the Nebraska Agricul-

tural Statistics Service. Low-lying corn

and soybean fields were affected most and

growth may be set back. The extent of the

crop damage was not yet evident, although

most affected crops were expected to

recover. All districts except the Pan-

handle and the central reported precipita-

tion during the week; rain received

Saturday was mostly confined to the east-

ern third of the State. Growth of spring

crops was reported as slow and uneven. In

the southeast, chinch bugs were starting

to move from wheat and oat fields to corn

and sorghum fields and causing some severe

damage. Fieldwork consisted of cultivat-

ing and spraying, cutting hay, irrigating,

and side-dress fertilizing. Days suitable

for fieldwork last week were 6.5.

Despite some scattered showers last

week, topsoil moisture condition declined

to 85% short and 15% adequate. The

subsoil condition improved only slightly

to 88% short and 12% adequate. Last year,

topsoil moisture was 74% short and 26%

adequate while subsoil moisture was 61%

short and 39% adequate.
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CROPS

Winter wheat condition rated 20% very

poor, 35% poor, 42% fair, and 3% good.

About 45% was turning color compared with

49% in 1988 and 44% average; 3% was con-

sidered ripe, mostly in the southeast and

southwest. Some wheat suffered moderate

to severe damage in the Panhandle from

last week's storm. Many growers were

cutting wheat for hay. Some southeastern

farmers will begin grain combining later

this week, or about ten days ahead of

average.

Corn condition was rated at 6% poor,

73% fair, and 21% good. Dryland corn in

the northeast was beginning to suffer from

dry conditions.

Sorghum was 94% emerged compared with

95% last year and 84% average. The crop's

condition was 8% poor, 62% fair, and 30%

good.

So_beans were 99% emerged compared

with 96% in 1988 and 85% average. Soybean

condition rated at 11% poor, 60% fair, and

29% good.

Alfalfa hay condition rated 5% very

poor, 30% poor, 56% fair and 9% good. The

first cutting was 80% complete compared

with 89% last year and 81% average. Some

producers were cutting the first crop only

to stimulate a second crop growth.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies rated

84% short and 16% adequate, unchanged from

last week. Producers continue to report

some culling and selling livestock early.

Many were using lower cattle stocking

rates because of limited pasture growth.

Dust was a problem in feedlots and flies

are becoming a problem in areas across the

State.

Precipitation, April i - June 16, 1989

NW NC NE CEN EC

Total past week ........... 00 .15 .01 .19 .23

Total since April 1 ...... 3.28 2.66 2.27 4.60 3.80

Normal since April 1 ..... 6.43 7.44 8.57 8.07 9.08

Total as % of Normal ..... 51% 36% 26% 57% 42%

SW SC SE

.17 .22 .46

4.09 3.92 4.13

6.73 7.89 9.05

61% 50% 46%
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